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To: 

United States Patent and Trademark 
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Washington, DC 20231 

ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
15 June 1998 (15.06.98) 


International application No. 
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International filing date (day/month/year) 

21 May 1996(21.05.96) 


Applicant 

NIPPON MEAT PACKERS, INC. et al <o. 
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The International Bureau transmits herewith the following documents and number thereof: 



copy of the English translation of the international preliminary examination re (Article, 36(3) (a)) 
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The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
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Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
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International application No. 
PCT/JP96/01346 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
NH-2-PCT 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
21 May 1996(21.05.96) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
21 May 1995(21.05.95) 


Applicant 

MORIMATSU, Fumiki etal 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

| X| in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 



09 December 1996 (09.12.96) 



□ 



in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X| was 



□ 



was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 
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1211 Geneva 20. Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer . \; , , > 
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VATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT TRANSLATION 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
NH-2-PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION ^ ee Notification of Transmittal of International 

Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/JP 96/01346 


International filing date (day /month /year) 
21.05.96 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
21.05.95 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
A23L1/31, A23L1/29 


Applicant 

NIPPON MEAT PACKERS, 


INC. 





This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 

□ 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 



I 




II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 
09.12.96 


Date of completion of this report 
07 . 08 . 97 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International Application No. 

PCT/JP96/01346 


I. 


Basis of the report 




1. 


This report has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under 
Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.): 
[X] the international application as originally filed. 

| | the description, pages , as originally filed, 




pages 


, filed with the demand, 




pages 


, filed with the letter of 




pages 


, filed with the letter of 




| | the claims, Nos. 


, as originally filed, 




Nos. 


, as amended under Article 19, 




Nos. 


, filed with the demand, 




Nos. 


, filed with the letter of 




VI-- 

NOS. 


, 111CU Willi LI1C ICllCI Ul 




| | the drawings, sheets/fig 


, as originally filed, 




sheets/fig 


, filed with the demand, 




sheets/fig 


, filed with the letter of 




sheets/fig 


, filed with the letter of 


2. 


The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
| | the description, pages 
| | the claims, Nos. 
| | the drawings, sheets/fig 




3. 


| | This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond 
the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 


4. 


Additional observations, if necessary: 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 2 [JP, 1-112969, A] , cited in the ISR. 

Concerning claim 1: 

Document 2 mentions, in example 1, with respect to a sausage the 
fat content of which is in the range of 5 - 15 %, an example of 
producing a low fat sausage from a raw material containing 6 kg 
of pork lean meat, 0.3 kg of powdered soybean protein, and 1 kg 
of corn salad oil. 

Document 2 does not mention that the produced sausage has an 
effect of inhibiting an increase in blood cholesterol. However, 
it is well known to a person skilled in the art that, since 
animal fats contain cholesterol, restricting the ingestion of 
animal fats is necessary to lower blood cholesterol rate by 
means of a diet, and that the ingestion of soybean protein has 
an effect of lowering blood cholesterol rate. Therefore, it is 
recognized that, by studying the composition of raw materials of 
the sausage described in document 2, a person skilled in the art 
could easily predict its effect of inhibiting an increase in 
blood cholesterol . 

Concerning claim 2 : 

The sausage of document 2 contains both vegetable and animal 



International application No. 
PCT/JP 96/01346 



Claims 1-10 YES 

Claims NO 

Claims YES 

Claims 1-10 NO 

Claims 1-10 YES 

Claims NO 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/JP 96/01346 



fats. No particular meaning can be recognized in specifying the 
proportion between them. 

Concerning claims 3 and 4 : 

Document 2 cites, as vegetable fats, a same kind of fats as 
those of the present invention. Since the two inventions use the 
same fats, and their blending proportions are not so different, 
it is recognized that the respective compositions of fatty acid 
are substantially identical. 

Concerning claims 5 and 6: 

It is recognized that the range of the content of soybean 
protein in a product includes the value disclosed in examples of 
document 2 . 

Concerning claim 7 : 

It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to apply a 
technique relating to sausage to other similar meat products. 

Concerning claims 8, 9, and 10: 

It is obvious that meat products, including sausage, are 
intended for consumption by human beings. Therefore, no 
particular meaning can be recognized in specifying the 
proportion between different fats, or in specifying different 
kinds of meat products. 
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REQUEST 



The undersigned requests that the present 
international application be processed 
according to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 



08/952475 

- For receiving Office use only . 



International Application No. 



Internationa] Filing Date 



Name of receiving Office and "PCT International Application" 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
(if desired) (12 characters maximum) 



NH-2-PCT 



Box No. I TITLE OF INVENTION 
MEAT PRODUCTS WITH PLASMA-CHOLESTEROL-LEVEL SUPPRESSING PROPERTY 


Box No. n APPLICANT 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

Nippon Meat Packers, Inc. 

6-14, Minamihonmachi 3-chome, Chuo-ku, 
Osaka-shi, Osaka 541 Japan 


| | This person is also inventor. 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


State (i.e. country) of nationality: 

JAPAN 


State (i.e. country) of residence: 

JAPAN 


This person is applicant | 1 all designated rrrt all designated States except p - 1 the United States V~\ the States indicated in 
for the purposes of: 1 1 States 1 V 1 the United States of America 1 1 of America only 1 1 the Supplemental Box 


Box No. in FURTHER APPLICANT(S) AND/OR (FURTHER) INVENTOR(S) 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

MORIMATSU Fumiki 

c/o Nippon Meat Packers, Inc., 
Reserch and Development Center, 
3, Midorigahara 3-chome, Tsukuba-shi , 
Ibaraki 300-26 Japan 


This person is: 

| | applicant only 

|y | applicant and inventor 

1 1 inventor only (If this check-box 
1 1 is marked, do not fill in below.) 


State (i.e. country) of nationality: 

JAPAN 


State (i.e. country) of residence: 

JAPAN 


This person is applicant | | all designated [ | all designated States except [771 the United States | I the States indicated in 
for the purposes of: 1 1 States | 1 the United States of America 1 v ' of America only i 1 the Supplemental Box 


| vl Further applicants and/or (further) inventors are indicated on a continuation sheet. 


Box No. IV AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE; OR ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE 


The person identified below is hereby/has been appointed to act on behalf [771 ent I 1 comm0 n representative 
of the apphcant(s) before the competent International Authorities as: LJU & L_J 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

8548 Patent attorney HIROSE Takayoshi 

Takahashi Bldg. Kita-sangokan 6th Floor, 
13-3, Nishitenma 5-chome, Kita-ku, 
Osaka 530 Japan 


Telephone No. 

06-315-8021 


Fascimile No. 

06-315-8025 


Teleprinter No. 


1 ! Mark this check-box where no agent or common representative is/has been appointed and the space above is used instead to 
1 1 indicate a special address to which correspondence should be sent. 
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Continuation of Box No. HQ FURTHER APPLICANTS AND/OR (FURTHER) INVENTORS 


If none of the following sub-boxes is used, this sheet is not to be included in the request 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address'must include postal code and name of country) 

KATSUDA Shinichiro 

c/o Nippon Meat Packers, Inc., 
Reserch and Development Center, 
3, Midorigahara 3-chome, Tsukuba-shi, 
Ibaraki 300-26 Japan 


This person is: 

[ j applicant only 

[ Vj applicant and inventor 

| | inventor only (If this check-box 
i— 1 is marked, do not fill in below.) 


State (i.e. country) of nationality: 

JAPAN 


State (i.e. country) of residence: 

JAPAN 


This person is applicant r~" | all designated | 1 all designated States except [77"] the United States 1 1 the States indicated in 

for the purposes of: 1 1 States | | the United States of America 1 v 1 of America only 1 1 the Supplemental Box 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

SATO Mikako 

c/o Nippon Meat Packers, Inc., 
Reserch and Development Center, 
3, Midorigahara 3-chome, Tsukuba-shi, 
Ibaraki 300-26 Japan 


This person is: 

| | applicant only 

| y) applicant and inventor 

j I inventor only (If this check-box 
is marked, do not fill in below.) 


State (i.e. country) of nationality: 

JAPAN 


State (i.e. country) of residence: 

JAPAN 


This person is applicant 1 [ all designated I ] all designated States except the United States I | the States indicated in 

for the purposes of: 1 1 States | | the United States of America 1 V 1 of America only | | the Supplemental Box 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

NAKAGAMI Tatsuyoshi (deceased) 
Heiress 

NAKAGAMI Masayo 


This person is: 

[ | applicant only 

| | applicant and inventor 

| y j inventor only (If this check-box 
1 ' is marked, do not fill in below.) 


State (i.e. country) of nationality: 


State (i.e. country) of residence: 


This person is applicant | 1 all designated | 1 all designated States except the United States j 1 the States indicated in 

for the purposes of: 1 1 States | | the United States of America | | of America only 1 1 the Supplemental Box 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

NAKAGAMI Masayo 

(heiress of NAKAGAMI Tatsuyoshi (deceased) ) 

2-3, Nikawacho 6-chome, Nishinomiya-shi , 
Hyogo 6 62 Japan 


This person is: 

| y | applicant only 

| | applicant and inventor 

| | inventor only (If this check-box 
is marked, do not fill in below.) 


State (ie. country) of nationality: 

JAPAN 


State (i.e. country) of residence: 

JAPAN 


This person is applicant 1 1 all designated 1 1 all designated States except T~ I the United States 1 | the States indicated in 

for the purposes of: 1 1 States 1 1 the United States of America 1 V 1 of America only | | the Supplemental Box 


| | Further applicants and/or (further) inventors are indicated on another continuation sheet. 
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Box No.V 



DESIGNATION OF STATES 



The following designations are hereby made under Rule 4.9(a) (mark the applicable check-boxes; at least one must be marked): 
Regional Patent 

. Q AP ARIPO Patent: KE Kenya, MW Malawi, SD Sudan, and any other State which is a Contracting State of the Harare 
Protocol and of the PCT 

|y| EP European Patent: AT Austria, BE Belgium, CH and LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein, DE Germany, DK Denmark, 
ES Spain, FR France, GB United Kingdom, GR Greece, EE Ireland, IT Italy, LU Luxembourg, MC Monaco, 
NL Netherlands, PT Portugal, SE Sweden, and any other State which is a Contracting State of the European Patent 
Convention and of the PCT 

□ OA OAPIPatent: BF Burkina Faso,BJ Benin, CF Central African Republic, CG Con go, CI Cote d'l voire, CM Cameroon, 

GA Gabon, GN Guinea, ML Mali, MR Mauritania, NE Niger, SN Senegal, TO Chad, TG Togo, and any other State 
which is a member State of OAPI and a Contracting State of the PCT (if other kind of protection or treatment desired, specify 
on dotted line) 

National Patent (if other kind of protection or treatment desired, specify on dotted line): 

PI AM Armenia □ MG Madagascar 

□ AT Austria □ MN Mongolia 

□ AU Australia □ MW Malawi 

□ BB Barbados □ NL Netherlands 

□ BG Bulgaria □ NO Norway 

□ BR Brazil □ NZ New Zealand ..... 



□ PL Poland 

I"! PT Portugal 

["""I RO Romania 
I I RU Russian Federation 
[~1 SD Sudan 
Sweden 

Slovenia 



□ BY Belarus 
[V] CA Canada 

| | CH and LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein 

□ CN China 

f~1 CZ Czech Republic 

|~1 DE Germany 

fl DK Denmark 

1~1 ES Spain 

fl FI Finland 

|~1 GB United Kingdom 

□ GE Georgia □ UA Ukraine 

fl HU Hungary ^ US United States of America . 

fl JP Japan 

fl KE Kenya 

[""1 KG Kyrgyzstan 

| | KP Democratic People's Republic of Korea 



□ SE 

□ SI 

□ SK Slovakia 

Fl TJ Tajikistan 

fl TT Trinidad and Tobago . 



fl UZ Uzbekistan . 
□ VN Viet Nam . . 



fl KR Republic of Korea . . . 

| | KZ Kazakhstan 

| | LK Sri Lanka 

I | LT Lithuania 

r~1 LU Luxembourg 

□ LV Latvia 

I | MD Republic of Moldova 



Check-boxes reserved for designating States (for the purposes of 
a national patent) which have become party to the PCT after 
issuance of this sheet: 

□ 

□ ••• 

□ 

□ 

□ • 

□ 



In addition to the designations made above, the applicant also makes under Rule 4.9(b) all designations which would be permitted 

under the PCT except the designation(s) of . 

The applicant declares that those additional designations are subject to confirmation and that any designation which is not confirmed 
before the expiration of 1 5 months from the priority date is to be regarded as withdrawn by the applicant at the expiration of that time 
limit. (Confirmation of a designation consists of the filing of a notice specifying that designation and the payment of the designation and confirmation 
fees. Confirmation must reach the receiving Office within the 15-month time limit.) 
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Box No. VI PRIORITY CLAIM 



Further priority claims are indicated in the Supplemental Box | j 



The priority of the following earlier application(s) is hereby claimed: 



Country 
(in which, or for which, the 
application was filed) 



Filing Date 
( day/month/year) 



Application No. 



Office of filing 
( only for regional or 
international application) 



item (1) 



Japan 



21. 05- 95 



Patent Application 
No. 146814/1995 



item (2) 



item (3) 



Mark the following check-box if the certified copy of the earlier application is to be issued by the Office which for the purposes of the present international 
application is the receiving Office (a fee may be required): 

□ The receiving Office is hereby requested to prepare and transmit to the International 
Bureau a certified copy of the earlier application(s) identified above as item(s) : 



Box No. VII INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Choice of International Searching Authority (ISA) (If two or more International Searching Authorities 

are competent to carry out the international search, indicate the A uthority chosen; the two-letter code may be used): IS A /_ 



JP 



Earlier search Fill in where a search (international, international-type or other) by the International Searching Authority has already been carried 
out or requested and the Authority is now requested to base the international search, to the extent possible, on the results of that earlier search. Identify 
such search or request either by reference to the relevant application (or the translation thereof) or by reference to the search request: 
Country (or regional Office): Date (day/month/year): Number: 



Box No. Vin CHECK LIST 



This international application contains 
the following number of sheets: 



1. request 

2. description 

3. claims 

4. abstract 

5. drawings 

Total 



4 
15 
2 
1 

2 



sheets 
sheets 
sheets 
sheets 
sheets 



2 4 sheets 



This international application is accompanied by the item(s) marked below: 



2. 



□ 
□ 
□ 



□ priority documents) 
identified in Box No. VI 
as item(s): 



separate signed 
power of attorney 

copy of general 
power of attorney 

statement explaining 
lack of signature 



8. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



fee calculation sheet 

separate indications concerning 
deposited microorganisms 

nucleotide and/or amino acid 
sequence listing (diskette) 

other (specify): 



Figure No. 



of the drawings (if any) should accompany the abstract when it is published. 



Box No. IX SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT OR AGENT 



Next to each signature, indicate the name of the person signing and the capacity in which the person signs (if such capacity is not obvious from reading the request). 



HIROSE Takayoshi (SEAL) 



1 . Date of actual receipt of the purported 
international application: 



For receiving Office use only 



Corrected date of actual receipt due to later but 
timely received papers or drawings completing 
the purported international application: 



Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Article 1 1(2): 



5. International Searching Authority jn a / 
specified by the applicant: loA / 



□ 



Transmittal of search copy delayed 
until search fee is paid 



2. Drawings: 
| | received: 

1 j not received: 



Date of receipt of the record copy 
by the International Bureau: 



For International Bureau use only « 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



PTO/PCTRec'd 2 1 NOV 1997 



International application No. 

PCT/JP96/01346 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
Int. CI 6 A23L1/31, A23L1/29 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

Int. CI 6 A23L1/31-A23L1/318, A23L1/ 29-A23L1/ 308 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



JP, 62-3770, A (Fuji Oil Co., Ltd.), 
January 9, 1987 (09. 01. 87), 
Claim; example 1 (Family: none) 

JP, 1-112969, A (Prima Meat - Packers , Ltd.), 
May 1, 1989 (01. 05. 89) , 
Calim;. example 1 (Family: none) 



1-10 



1 - 10 



| | Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. | | See patent family annex. 



..QM 



Special categories of cited documents: 

document defining the general state of the art which is not considered 
to be of particular relevance 

earlier document but published on or after the international filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority cUim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later than 
the priority date claimed 



*T* later document published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

**X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 
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